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bo TE PREACHED 1N THE. TM 
Pariſh Church of St. Laurence Jerry, 
= 5 BEFORE THE 5 
RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORD-MAYOR, 
ALDERMEN, SHERIPPFS, - | 
ER 9 25 5 Ta = 
LIVERIES OF THE SEVERAL COMPANIES 
FP 
On SATURDAY the 29th of SEPTEMBER, 1792, 
| PREVIOUSLY TO THE 5 
Election of a LORD-MAYOR for the Year enſuing. 
By THz Rev. WILLIAM LUCAS, M. A. 
CHAPLAIN TO HIS LORDSHIP. 27 
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N HOPKINS, MayoR, 
Tuſley the r6th Day of October, 1792, and in the Thirty-ſecond 


Tear of the Reign of King George the Third, of Great-Britain, 
Sc. 


IT IS ORDERED, That the Thanks of this Court be given to 
| the Rev. V. Lucas, Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord- 
Mayor, for his Sermon, preached before this Court, and the Liveries 


of the ſeveral Companies of this City, at the Pariſh Church of St. Lau- 


rence Fewry, on Saturday the 29th of September laſt, before the Election 
of a Lord-Mayor of this City for the Year enſuing ; and that he be 
deſired to print the ſame, e 1 1 


HOPKINS, MAY OR. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the 
City of London, on Friday the ad Day of November, 1792. 


RESOLVED, That this Court do requeſt the Rev. V. Lucas, 


Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor, to print the Ser- 
mon preached by him on Micbaelmas-Day laſt, at the Pariſh Church 
of St. Laurence Fewry, before his Lordſhip, the Aldermen, Sheriffs, 
and Livery, previouſly to the Election of a .. of this City. 


RESOLVED, That Mr. 8 do preſent the Rev. W. 
Lucas, Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord - Mayor, with a 
Purſe of Fifty Guineas, as a Teſtimony of the Eſteem and Approbation 
of this Court for the ſeveral Sermons preached by him before his Lord- 
ſhip, the Judges, Aldermen, and Sheriffs, Sc. during the preſent 
Mayoralty, 1 RIA. 
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ght Honownble SIR JOHN HOPKIN 8, Knr. = I 
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LORD-MAYOR, . 


—— — 


: | 0 F 1 . 5 8 2 Þ. 

THIS "0 ] | 
PREACHED 3 THEM wy | 5 . I 

In the Pariſh Church of ST. LAURENCE | 1 
ON SATURDAY THE TWENTY-NINTH OF SEPTEMBER, 1792, . = | ; 

| IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, | . 5 | 5 
ter THBIR MUCH OBLIGED 4 


- * * _ N 


AND MOST OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


DOCTORS=COM MONS, | ; | | foo ; 5 


Nov. 7, 1792 8 | | 


It. CHRONICLES, CHAP. XIX, VER. 6, 7. 

TAKE HEED WHAT YE DO; FOR YE JUDGE NOT FOR MAN, BUT FOR 
-THE LORD, WHO IS WITH YOU. IN JUDGMENT : WHEREFORE Now 
LET THE FEAR or THE LORD BE UPON YOU; TAKE HEED, AND 
DO IT; FOR THERE 18 NO INIQUITY WITH THE LORD OUR GOD, 


NOR RESPECT. OF PERSONS, NOR TAKING OF GIFTS. 


A MON other Regulations of that wiſe and good King 
Tehoſhaphat, it is recorded, that · he ſet Judges in the Land, 
throughout all the fenced Cities of Fudah, City by City.“ 
This, however, is not to be. underſtood, as if, before his 


Time, there were no Magiſtrates throughout thoſe Cities ; for, 
without a Government of ſome Kind or other, it is difficult to 
conceive, how a Number of People, ſuch as inhabit large and 


populous Places, can tolerably ſubſiſt. But we are to ſuppoſe, 


that there had been vitious Practices connived at, which he 
was ſolicitous to reform ; that he was careful in the Choice of 


proper Perſons for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; ; and that 
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| Pr them he more ſtrictly required fe: F. or which Purpoſe, he 
took the Pains, we read, to go himſelf, in Perſon, throughout 
all the People, from Beerſbeba to Mount Ephraim, to rectify 
the Abuſes of Religion and the Corruptions of Juſtice; giving 
the Magiſtrates whom he had appointed this excellent Charge: : 
« Take Heed what ye do; for ye judge not for Man, but for 
« the Lord, who is with you in Judgment: Wherefore now 
© let the Fear of the Lord be upon you; take Heed, and do 
« it; for there is no Iniquity with the Lord our God, nor 


Reſpect of Perſons, nor Taking of Gifts. — 


The firſt Thing obſervable in the Text is, the great Caution 
and Circumſpection required from a good Magiſtrate, it being 
no leſs than twice urged within the Compaſs of two Verſes: 
Take Heed what ye do,” and © Take Heed and do it.” —This 
ſeems to intimate to us both the Drfreulty and the Importance of 
adminiſtering Juſtice, in Proportion to which muſt be the Care 
of the Magiſtrate todo it.” —Of the Difficulty Solomon was 
very ſenſible, when he thus addreſſed himſelf to God: © Thou 
« haſt made thy Servant King, and I am young, and know 
*« not how to go out and come in: Give thy Servant, therefore, 
« an underſtanding Heart to judge thy People, that I may | 
« diſcern between Good and Bad ; for who is able to judge?“ 
&c. Now this Difficulty in judging may be conceived to ariſe, 
partly from the Nature of the Thing itſelf, and partly from the 


particular Circumſtances which attend it. F irſt then, nicely 
| and 


n 
and early to diſcern between Good and Bad, between 
Truth and Falſehood, and between Right and Wrong, 18 
Thing which, in the very Nature of it, requires a great bd 
of Skill and Penetration. This, in the more ſimple Ages of 


the World, before Government, by the gradual Improvements 
of Time, had been brought to the Perfection in which it now 
ſtands, made it abſolutely neceſſary to chooſe for this Office the 
wiſeſt and the ableſt of Men ; for then the Whole of it reſted 
intirely upon the right Judgment of thoſe in whom it was 
veſted, without any Rule or Direction but what was derived 
from the Rectitude of their own Minds. From this only they 
were obliged to weigh minutely the different Caſes, which came 
before them, and aſſign to each of them, as near as human 
Judgment could diſtinguiſh, the ſeveral Diſtinctions of Pro- 
perty in civil Caſes, and of Puniſhment in criminal ones. And 
this, probably, in the ruder Times of very remote Antiquity, 
was the only Way of adminiſtering Juſtice then known. Thus, 
in Exodus, Moſes is deſcribed ſitting from Morning to Night 
to judge the People.—<* When they have a Matter, ſays he to 
< his Father-in-Law Jethro, they come unto me, and I judge 
between one and another, and make them know the Statutes 
« of God and his Laws.” — 


There was 2 yet a Body of Laws compiled; this, therefore, 
means, that, by the Direction of God, he pronounced, upon 
B 2 | 9 


We 
every particular Matter brought before him, a Sentence 
adapted juſt to that Caſe: But to have Recourſe to God, upon 
every judicial Occaſion, for that original Standard of Juſtice 
which He only keeps, was ſo infinitely laborious, ſo: infinitely 
difficult, that, as Jethro.obſerved to him, it was enough to 
% wear him away; it was too heavy for him, and he would 
never be able to perform it. He, therefore, very prudently 
adviſes him humbly to apply to God for a Body of Ordinances 
and Laws, which might be a ſtanding Rule of Judgment, and 
to create ſubordinate Magiſtrates over the ſeveral Diviſions of 


” the People, who might judge them according to that Rule. 


Moſes, we find, followed his Advice; and God condeſcended 
a0 give the Jews thoſe Laws, which are recorded in the fol- 
lowing Chapters. And the very ſame Thing, which was 
here done, by the Concurrence of a divine Revelation, hath, 
in every civilized Nation, been done merely from the Dictates 
of Reaſon and of Prudence. They have found it. neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh a Set of Laws, which, in the Sentence to be paſſed, 
ſhould be a common Guide to Magiſtrates. Here then is. a 
new State of Things; and, by ſuch a Rule, the Matter of 
Judgment muſt be acknowledged to be made much more eaſy-: 
Much more eaſy indeed; but yet the Difficulty is far from 
being taken entirely off. For now, as it is, there is ſtill remain- 
ing large Room to exerciſe the Capacities of Men in explaining 
thoſe Laws, and accommodating to them particular Caſes, 


which 


C23 9 | 

which are fo various and indeterminate, that no two in the 
World perhaps are, in all their Parts, perfectly the ſame.— And 
hence Solomon, as we have quoted him above, notwithſtanding | 
all the Aſſiſtance that he received from the Law of Moſes, which, 
no Doubt, he had thoroughly ſtudied, found Occaſion to pray 
to God to give him an underſtanding Heart to judge his People : 
For all Laws are ſubject to one or other of theſe Inconve- 
niencies; either they are ſhort, and conſequently very general, 
in which Caſe a vaſt Latitude muſt be left to the Magiſtrate 
in making the Application, which then becomes very. intricate 
and embarraſſed; or if, to prevent this Inconvenience, they. are 
grown by Degrees exceedingly numerous, their Number itſelf 
burdens the Underſtanding as much, and creates as much 
Labour, as it is deſigned. to remedy: Which is generally the 
Caſe of free States, where, jealous of their Liberty, they would 
leave as little as poſſible in the Power of the Judge. 


Nor can this be a Matter of Wonder to thoſe, who con- 
ſider the Imperfection neceſſary to all human Compoſitions ; 
but that a Body of Laws, ſuch as was that of Moſes, imme 
diately directed by God, ſhould be expoſed. to the ſame Ob- 
jection, may at firſt be thought ſtrange : It might poſſibly be 
expected, that here every Thing ſhould be expreſſed in a Man- 
ner ſo full, fo plain, and explicit, as to leave no Room what- 
ever for any Doubt or Miſunderſtanding. Thus, at firſt Sight, 


It 


Far 

it might ſeem ; but, upon further Conſideration, this Conduct 
of Almighty God will be found, we truſt, to have been wiſely 
calculated for the Carnality of his People, and their Proneneſs 
to Apoſtaſy: For, though His Law was deſigned to be a Rule 
for the Judges to walk by, and undoubtedly it was of great 
Uſe to that Purpoſe ; yet if it had been wrought in ſuch abſo- 
lute Perfection, as, in every Point, to have given a certain and 
infallible Direction, the Law would then have become the 
God of that Nation, and been ſet up as an Idol againſt the 
Legiſlator himſelf. And accordingly we may obſerve, that 
God has given us none of the Advantages of Life but with this 2 
Temperament; He never ſo entirely lets the Reins out of his 
own Hands as to render himſelf of no Force and Significancy. 
He has given us the Light of Reaſon; to that he has added 
the Light of Revelation; but there is ſtill reſerved a further 
Light, which, except upon our humble Application to him, he 
never diſpenſes. And if this be true of the Law of God itſelf, 
it muſt, in all Reaſon, hold true of the ſeveral national Laws, 
which are confeſſedly the Work of Men. Notwithſtanding, 
therefore, the natural Reaſon of Man, and the Notion of 
_ Juſtice implanted in us; notwithſtanding all the Help which 
may be derived from the Laws of our Country, given to direct 
our Judgment; - notwithſtanding the further Aſſiſtance, not 
mentioned before, whereby all Communities are provided with 
Men verſed i in the Laws to Waris them; notwithſtandin g al 
theſe 


Lt 18. 1 


theſe Helps, which are certainly very great, — there is ſtill 


Reaſon enough why the Magiſtrate needs to employ all his own 
Care and Circumſpection, and, after the Example of Solomon, 
to make his moſt ſerious Application to God, to aſk Wiſdom 
from above, from the Father of Lights, who giveth to every 
Man liberally, and always reſerves ſome, as we ſaid before, to 
be conferred upon ſuch Application. 


Thus difficult is it to execute Juſtice in it's own Nature, that 
all the natural Powers of Man, and all the Helps contrived by 
human Wiſdom, are not ſufficient for it: This was one Reaſon, 
therefore, of the Difficulty, and conſequently why Magiſtrates 
ſhould take great Heed when ſo employed, — 


A ſecond Cauſe of Difficulty in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
_ ariſes, it was obſerved, from the Circumſtances which attend 
it. Where Juſtice in itſelf is ſufficiently plain, and the Laws 
are too expreſs to admit a Doubt; yet even here Difficulties 
ſhall tart up from the Paſſions and Affections, the Inclinations 
or Averſions, the Hopes or Fears of Men, which ſhall give 
an Obliquity to their Judgments, and ſeduce them from the 
Paths of Juſtice and of Right.—I do not now ſpeak of down- 
right Bribery and Corruption, where, to pervert a Sentence, 
Money in all it's Groſſneſs is employed: This, it is to be hoped, 


is rare: I chooſe rather to ſpeak of a more delicate and inſinu- 
ating 
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ating Kind of Bias, given to us almoſt without our Knowledge, 
whereby an Affection to this Man, or an Averſion from 

another, or even ſometimes to the diſtant Relations of one or 
the other; ſometimes the Violence of preſent Hopes and Fears, 


and ſometimes the ſecret Working of more remote ones, ſhall 


not only induce us to make wrong Judgments, but afford us 
ſome Kind of Juſtification to our Conſciences under the Pre- 
tence of Friendſhip, Prudence, Convenience, and the like. 
Now all theſe are Conſiderations wholly foreign to the plain 
State of the Matter in Judgment, and ought to have no Weight 
with the Magiſtrate; for what have the Names of Friend, 
Relation, or Enemy to do with the Truth of Fact or the Right 
of Law? and for bat Reaſon it is that Juſtice is painted blind, 
an antiquated but very expreſſive Emblem—ſhowing us that it 
ought to have no Eyes to diſtinguiſh Perſons, no Paſſions or 
A ffections of one Kind or other ; Nothing but a juſt Balance to 
weigh the Cauſe ; a ſteady Hand, and a ſound and upright 

Judgment. This, indeed, is what ſhould be ; but where is the 
Man on Earth, who can perfectly purify and abſtract himſelf 
from all theſe Conſiderations, ſo that, either openly or ſecretly, 
they ſhall have no Effect upon him This, therefore, muſt 
of Courſe create a vaſt Difficulty ; and muſt call for the moſt 
conſtant Study and Application, Watchfulneſs, and Guard, that 
we may not be ſurprized into wrong Meaſures ; and the rather, 


becauſe, upon Examination, it will be found, I believe, that 


this 


E 

this latent Corruption, and Bias of the Heart, goes further in 
general towards perverting Juſtice than any Defef in the Un- 
e g. on 


That Magiſtrates might be excited to Caution and Circum- 
ſpection in their Duty, Feho/haphat urges three powerful Con- 
ſiderations; it was a Truſt which God had depoſited in their 
Hands; for, as it is ſaid in Deuteronomy, «Judgment is 
God's, and conſequently they judged not for Man, but for the 
Lord ;” they had the more particular Preſence of God with 
them in Judgment, and therefore they ought to have bis Fear 
always before their Eyes ; and laſtly, there was the Example 
of God for them to follow, a God with whom there was no 
Iniquity, nor Reſpect of Perſons, nor Taking of Gifts; that is 
to ſay, no Favour, no Corruption, no Departure from perfect 
Juſtice. 


Here it may be proper to obſerve in general that all theſe 
Conſiderations relate to God; Jehoſhaphat does not tell them, 
as he might have done, that the Magiſtracy was a Truſt which 
they had received from him ; that he would be particularly 
watchful over their Conduct; and that they ſhould follow his 
Example, who would ſhow no F avour, nor admit any Cor- 
ruption. He might well have ſaid all this and more; for, 
zealous as he was in admoniſhing them to do their Duty, it is 


: — to ſuppoſe he was careful 77 bis own: He might, 
C | ; therefore, 


( 18 ] 
therefore, have propoſed to them his own Example; threat. 
enced them with his Authority, and upbraided them with a 
Breach of Truſt to him to whom they owed their Offices, if 
therein they ſhould act corruptly. Vet he mentions Nothing 
of all this; but chuſes rather hat Conſideration, which was 
prevalent upon the Mind of the good Man himſelf, and in- 
finitely deſerved to be ſo. Take Heed what ye do,” fays he; 
« for ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord ;” vou have Hir 
Preſence with you, a God with whom there is no Iniquity, 
nor Reſpect of Perſons, nor Taking of Gifts. And, indeed, 
to think ſeriouſly, what Compariſon can there be between an 

Argument ariſing from the Authority, the Preſence, and the 
Example of God, and thoſe of the greateſt Potentate on 
Earth? — With how much greater Care muſt I manage a 
Truſt, which I conſider as depoſited in my Hands by the Su- 
preme Governor of the World? How much greater Awe 
muſt I have of his Preſence, who is Juſtice and Purity itſelf ?— 
And it is for this Reaſon, no Doubt, that in this great Com- 
munity, as well as in every other rational Government, the 
Magiſtrate is ſolemnly ſworn to do his Duty.—And what 1s. 
this but to recall to his Mind the Preſence of God; to ſet 
before his Eyes the ſupreme Tribunal before which he is to 
account for the Management of the T ruſt, which he then 
takes upon him ?—Indeed it is not only a Truſt, but, as we 
before obſerved, a Truſt of a very high and important Na- 
ture, which is committed to his Care, no leſs than that of 


preſerving 


1 


preſerving good Order in this his great Family of the World, 
which muſt otherwiſe of Courſe run into Confuſion, and 
_ evil 3 


WIstever would be the Miſchiefs of Licentiouſneſs, Anarchy, 
and No- government ; all theſe the Magiſtrate is expected to 
prevent. Inſults upon our Perſons and Families ; Encroach- 
ments upon our Liberties ; Invaſions of our Properties, whether 
from Fraud or Force; all publick Inſurrections and Diſtur- 
bances ; every Kind of Vice, Profaneneſs, and Immorality ; 
which can be curbed only by an equal and effectual Adminiſ- 
tration of Juſtice, and by giving the Laws their full Force. 
All that can be done is little enough for that Purpoſe. This 
is ſufficiently ſeen by the repeated Inſtances of Crimes with 
which every Day's Experience ſhockingly ſupplies us.—And 
what would it be if the Reins of Government ſhould be 
ſlackened ?—Wickedneſs would ſoon feel the Looſe that it had, 
and ſpread and grow beyond all Control; for it wants, for that 
Purpoſe, Nothing but unobſtructed Opportunity.—There are 
every where diſperſed Seeds and Principles of Evil, a lively and 
operating Power, which is ever endeavouring to exert itſelf, 
and conſequently ſhoots out immediately wherever there is 
Room made for it by the Removal 'of thoſe ſtrong Bonds of 
Government which muſt keep it down. Of this melancholy 
Truth . we have abundant Demonſtration, as well from the 
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be thankful, that, whilſt Men of Utopian and dangerous 


over us, who has Ability to diſcern, and Reſolution to execute, 


[ 20 ] 
Hiſtory of our own Country, as from the Anarchy and Dit. 


traction now reigning in France; where, from the ſanguinary 
Fury of an infatuated Party, neither Sex, nor Age, nor Re- 
ligion can find Protection.“ No Image, fays an ingenious 
Writer, © can better expreſs the horrible Degeneracy of ſuch 
« a Condition than Hat of a dead Animal in a State of Putre- 
« faction; when, inſtead of one noble Creature, as it was, 


„ when Life held it together, there are ten thouſand nauſeous 


c 


* 


little Reptiles growing out of it, every one crawling in a 
Path F 7's own.” FA 


* 


A 


Since, then, a ſtrict and vigilant Government is the only 
human Means, by which theſe and fimilar Evils are prevented 


from burſting in upon us, we of this great City have Reaſon to 


Principles have been openly endeayouring to kindle up the 
Flames of civil Diſcord, we have had a Magiſtrate watching 


whatever may be requiſite to the publick Safety.—But, beſides. | 
theſe Qualifications, ſo neceſſary to uphold. the Authority of a 
Ruler, and to the Praiſe of which the venerable Character, of 
whom we are ſpeaking, 1s unqueſtionably intitled, —his inflex- 
ible Integrity in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice ; his extenſive 
Beneficence in ſupporting, with Cheerfulneſs, every humane 
and charitable Scheme recommended to his Notice ; his.unre- 

t mitted 


N 

12 

— > 
cf 


87) 
mitted Attention, daring a long and dangerous Illneſs, to all 
the various and difficult Duties of his Office; and the manly 
Firmneſs with which he maintained the Reſpect due to the 
collective Magiſtracy of this Metropolis; ;—theſe are Subjects of 
fair and honeſt Applauſe.— But, forbearing to expatiate further 


on his Virtues than juſt to mention his Sincerity, Benevolence, 
Moderation, and Loyalty, which will be rewarded, J truſt, 
with every temporal and ſpiritual Bleſſing.— 


1 ſhall, in the foeand Place, proceed to . that, when 


God is ſaid to be with the Magiſtrates in Judgment, this Power 


of judging muſt de underſtood to be Something of higher 


Conſequence to the Welfare of Society; and to which, there- 
fore, Men are concerned to think, that He will be more 


eſpecially attentive. It is not that God is excluded from any 
Place, or that he leſs ſees what is done by all the Children of 
Men; but it is a Mode of ſpeaking accommodated to our Con- 
ceptions, whereby we judge of his Preſence in Proportion to 
the Effects, which it is every where producing. Thus it is 
certain, that, if the Judgment of Magiſtrates be a Matter of 
greater Importance to the Welfare of Mankind than an ordinary 
Action of private Men, He will more eminently reward 
Righteouſneſs, and more ſeverely puniſh Iniquity, in the Seat 
of Juſtice, than elſewhere. He is preſent there both to the 
Man and to the Magiſtrate. And how ſhould the Thought of 

| ſuch: 
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ſuch a Preſence affect us —If Feboſhaphat had aid that he 
would be particularly careful to inform himſelf of their ſeveral 
Characters and Conducts, and deal with them accordingly,— 
that had been a great Deal to excite their Zeal and Circum- 
ſpection; but, if he had ſaid that he would actually fit with 
them in Judgment, and note their Determinations, lat 
Man in ſuch Circumſtances would not exert all the Powers of 
his Underſtanding to diſcern the Truth, and reſiſt every Soli- 
citation to diſguiſe or pervert it ?—And yet, after all, he was 
but a Man;'a Man that might be deceived, or otherwiſe pre- 
vailed on; a Man ſubject to Weakneſſes himſelf; a Lover of 
Juſtice in the Groſs, but not without ſome Mixture of Imper- 
fetion : © But, with the Lord our God, there is no n 
40 nor Reſpect of 8 nor T aking 121 Gifts. 


This, which was the laſt Thing we obſerved, 4 be under- 
ſtood, either as containing a Deſcription of the utmoſt Purity 
and Juſtice, to deter Men from any unfair Practices, as being 
under the Eye of ſo holy a God; or to be an Exam ple to thoſe 
who ſhould adminiſter his Juſtice, that as he has no Iniquity, 5 
no Favor, no Corruption, Nothing but pure Right and 
Juſtice, —ſo they, who were deputed by him, ſhould have no 
Iniquity, no unequal and crooked Dealings; but, with Reſpect 
to Right, be totally uninfluenced Ip Fear or Aﬀtection, by 
Favour, Intereſt, or Solicitation.— 

That 


[41] 


; That this is a true Deſcription of God is moſt certain, and 
it is by this Character that he is qualified to 'be the ſupreme 
Judge; for, as Abraham rightly argued,  ** ſhall not the Judge 
« of all the Earth do right? Would it not be the higheſt 
Inconſiſtency for Juſtice itſelf, that Juſtice, according to which 
all Things in Heaven and Earth. are dealt out in Weight and 
Meaſure, to be corrupted Without this he night be the 
Lord or Tyrant of all the Earth, but how could he properly 
be the Judge of it ?—lIt is abſolutely impoſſible, therefore, to 
be ſenſible of the Preſence of this Holy Being, with whom 
there is not the leaſt Shadow of Iniquity, and, at the ſame: 
Time, to indulge any iniquitous Deſigns of perverting Juſtice,— 
The mere Shame and Confuſion of Soul that muſt attend ſuch. 
a Conduct would be ſufficient to prevent it —And if that were 
not enough, yet the Danger ſhall I call it, there is ſomething. 
of Hazard enters into that Word, the inevitable Punithment 
that would follow from ſo. righteous a Judge muſt deter us 
from it. —A God whom 10 Favour can influence, no Conſider- 
ations move, with whom, in ſhort, there is 10 Iniquity, will 
He depart from his Character in Favour of an unrighteous 


Magiſtrate 7— 


But then theſe Words, in which God is deſcribed in all the 
Purity of Juſtice, may further intimate to us the Pattern that: 
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we are to follow. It is upon God that all thoſe who are 
veſted with Authority ought to have their Eye; it is from Hin 
that they ſhould take an Example for their Conduct. The 
very ſame Juſtice that he adminiſters to the whole Univerſe, 
and by which he regulates and preſerves in Order and Beauty 
all Ranks of Being, ſhould be imitated by every Magiſtrate 
within his Sphere of Judicature; for thus will he maintain 


the Order and Well-being of the Community over which he 


preſides, and beſt conſult his own Character and Honour, 
making both the one and the other Images of that Supreme 
Goyernment of the World, and of that God with whom there 
18 NO Iniquity.—To Him, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, be 
given all Glory now and ever. AMEN. 
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